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they would form a kind of Charter of the National Plan for
Great Britain:
In the art of colonisation the first rule is of a negative kind ; it
, is, that Governments, having power over waste land and seeking
to promote the removal of people, should never throw away any
of that power; should never dispose of waste land except for the
object in view, for the removal of people, for the greatest progress
of colonisation.
In other and plain words: the Government must have full
power over the land. This view is becoming more widely held
now, and it is more the method of achieving this control that is
being discussed. But let us not underrate the opposition from
vested interests. It would be deeply regrettable if party politics
and shallow, slogans were to gain the upper hand in these dis-
cussions. We cannot deal with this problem, at least not from
this angle. There is now a tendency for this issue to be couched
in the somewhat vague term of " control". If we mean by
this that " control" has got to be exercised, then it might be
possible; but if we mean that " control " may be used, then it
is insufficient In any case " control" will involve a very long-
drawn-out procedure ; and judging from experience, taking the
existing Town and Country Planning Legislation as example, one
cannot help being very sceptical as to its efficient and quick
working* It would be far more appropriate to invest the Govern-
ment with power over the whole land of Great Britain, and
to find ways and means of adequate compensation. The Govern-
ment could then transfer their power to regional or local authori-
ties or to a Land Trust. But planning would not be hampered
by delays which would inevitably be caused by a complicated
administrative procedure and by the rival claims and interests
of local authorities. We need the land for agriculture arrd
forestry, for urban and rural settlements of all kinds, for trans-
portation and for recreation. Each of these groups asks for a
special type of land; but all are closely interrelated and are,
in fact, one unit. Consequently, the land also must be treated
as one unit. A master plan for Great Britain must assume,
therefore, that there are no internal boundaries in this country,
no areas which must be excluded from planning, and no stage
of transition which must be passed before such a plan can be
worked out It is interesting to note how this problem tas
been dealt with in a broadsheet issued by P.E.P.:
For >. fang time to come, however, there must be a stage of
transition ia which .the best in the pld pattern must be identified?
adapted, aad give*i its place in the *&ew. That is why, for example,
all talk of -bad BationaKsatfoj* must be regarded afr this, stage a$